An Introduction to Programming!

This document contains a hidden computer program.  This hidden program is called a macro.

Unfortunately, a computer virus can be hidden or embedded within a macro. Word is set to resist these hidden viruses.  To play with this instructional program, you have to turn off that virus protection!

· From the Menu, select Tools, then Macro, then Security.  

· Set the security level to medium.

Now you’re wide open to some nasty, unscrupulous, evil, rotten creep who might come in and ruin your computer. Ha!  Not me.

To run the hidden program, press Alt + F11.  ( Alt key, plus F11 key. )

This brings up the Visual Basic Editor.

Now, press F5 for a nice surprise. 

MORE …

Those nice windows that came up are a part of the Visual Basic Programming Language.  Have you ever wondered what the application is that makes all these hundreds of windows you’ve been seeing, work?

During this course, we’ll be learning more about how to use and program these windows.  Alt + F11 brings up the VB programming environment.  The program contained within MS Word is an abbreviated version.  What is built in to MS Word is pretty exciting and useful. If you would like the full experience of Visual Basic, you can purchase the entire Microsoft Visual Basic programming system.

Some things to do …

1st Go back to the VB environment (Alt + F11) and right click on the ‘press me’ button.  Select ViewCode.  You may have to move a ‘code’ window out of the way to get at it.  

In the ‘code’ window, change the text in the MsgBox string, the part between the quotes.  Play with this a little.

2nd Something else:  This time, left click on the button to select it.

Look at the ‘properties’ window over on the left.  Double click the ‘caption’ box, and change the text of the button itself.

3rd Also change ‘backcolor’.  Double click ‘backcolor’, select Palette.  Click one of the colors, hot pink is preferred.  Press F5 to see the program with these changes.

Be patient, this is supposed to be interesting and fun.  If you have trouble, let me know.

